
I 
apologize in advance: I won’t be 
funny today, at least not intention-
ally. Instead, very seriously, I make 

this plea: Cut it out, and get a grip.
It’s now a week later, and it seems 

the campaign is still going on. Some of 
us would really like to move on, thank 
you very much.

For everyone: Stop taking offense 
at everything that doesn’t fall in line 
with your beliefs, and recognize the 
differences between emotion-backed 
opinion and facts. Dif-
ferences of opinion are 
inevitable, and unless 
you live in a cave, you 
are among people with 
different beliefs than you 
every day. Respect those 
differences, don’t paint all 
your opponents with the 
same brush, and try—just 
try—to get along without 
expecting everyone to give you a safe 
space from things that might possibly 
offend you.

For those who voted for Hillary 
Clinton, sorry. Spit out any sour 
grapes and don’t let yourself get too 
down or be baited by those who can’t 
let rationality or civility get in the way 
of some deserved gloating. When you 
respond in kind, it just perpetuates 
the cycle.

For those who voted for Donald 
Trump, congratulations, your guy 
won. However, realize that not ev-
eryone is happy with the results of 
the election, nor have they been hap-
py with the entire campaign season 
that spent most of its time in the mud. 
People will protest what they don’t 
like, and as long as they stay peace-
ful, they’re well within their rights. 
If you don’t like it, you don’t have to 
pay attention to it; there is no right 
not to be offended. And don’t forget 
history: There were indeed protests 
when Barack Obama was elected and 
re-elected, and the Tea Party move-
ment is just one enduring example.

Accept that a large portion of the 
population is rightfully frightened of 
what the future has to hold, consid-
ering all the documented incidenc-
es of verbal and sometimes phys-
ical assaults on opponents, and the 
expressed views that place women, 
minorities, the LGBT community, im-
migrants and others in the cross-hairs 
of hateful rhetoric. This is what your 
candidate has advocated, and it has 
emboldened far too many people to 
continue the abuse past Election Day.

Reports of immigrant children be-
ing bullied, Muslim women’s hijabs 
ripped from their heads and the like 
are not what we should be hearing in 
a civilized society. If someone is at-
tacked primarily because of ethnicity, 
religious beliefs, or gender, it’s dis-
crimination. Pointing that out is not.

The media reports; that’s what it’s 
supposed to do. Reporting something 

you perceive as negative about your 
guy, or something positive about the 
opposition, isn’t proof of bias. If you 
look for bias, that’s all you will find. 
Objectively, most reputable news 
sources have little to no slant in over-
all content, and are not there to enable 
your confirmation bias.

For pollsters: Fix your antiquated 
polling techniques immediately or do 
as Gallup did and cease predictions on 
the presidential race.

For President-elect Trump: Please, 
please, please control yourself, and lay 

off Twitter. Seek the ad-
vice of wise counsel, es-
pecially in regards to the 
costs and constitutional-
ity of much of what you 
have proposed. Under-
stand that when you wind 
people up with the sort 
of rhetoric you’ve used, 
there will be ramifications 
that can be felt for years. 

Take responsibility for your actions. 
Most of all, surprise us by not being 
who you were on the campaign trail. 
Oh, and hire a fact-checker, please, for 
all our sanity; too many people believe 
everything you say, even when it’s not 
the least bit true.

For Secretary Clinton: Sorry you 
lost, but keep fighting for women and 
children, because they need the help. 
Understand that even though you lost, 
some people can’t let it go and will 
continue to attack you. Rise above.

For all of us: Breathe. Keep calm. 
Be civil. Laugh. Pet a cat or a dog. En-
joy life, because it goes on.

I
’m proud to work for a newspa-
per that takes its role seriously and 
keeps news and opinion separated. 

If only most of the cable news outlets 
were more interested in news than 
what accusations are being flung, es-
pecially when there’s little to no evi-
dence. (No, stories from hyperpartisan 
networks and websites with single 
sources and/or satire taken as truth 
don’t count.) Having spent the bulk 
of my career on the news side of this 
newspaper, I know how hard it can be 
to create what you hold in your hands 
right now.

I’m also grateful, in the more than 
five years I’ve been on the opinion 
side, that we manage most of the time 
to keep an overall balance of opinions 
between the two pages. Yes, I’m tough 
on fact-checking, but wise readers 
have figured out that the way to get a 
letter in is to be factual and/or make 
opinion clear. It also helps to keep it 
clean, give proper attribution, refrain 
from convicting people in print, and 
not harass staff or other letter-writers.

I really shouldn’t have to say that.

—–––––❖–––––—

Assistant Editor Brenda Looper is editor of 

the Voices page. Read her blog at blooper0223.

wordpress.com. Email her at blooper@arkan-

sasonline.com.
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The election’s over!

Bridging the White River
F

rench hunters and trappers con-
structed cabins on the White 
River at the mouth of Cache 

River in the late 1700s. By the 1820s, 
what was known as the Military Road 
between Memphis and Little Rock 
crossed the White River at Clarendon.

“By 1828, a ferry crossing and post 
office were established, likely attract-
ing more settlers,” W.R. Mayo writes 
for the Encyclopedia of Arkansas 
History & Culture. “Monroe Coun-
ty was created on Nov. 2, 1829, by the 
Territorial Legislature from portions 
of Arkansas and Phillips counties with 
Clarendon becoming its county seat. 
It remains so to this day. … The White 
River served as an important byway 
for Union forces during the Civil War 
and was heavy with gunboat traffic, 
with Clarendon serving as a skirmish 
point. After the war, the town resumed 
its role as a port for cotton and other 
commodities.”

The St. Louis Southwestern Rail-
way (commonly known as the Cotton 
Belt) built a bridge at Clar-
endon in 1883. Meanwhile, 
highway traffic continued to 
use a ferry until 1931, when 
a bridge was constructed. 
That bridge has been the 
subject of a battle dating 
back several years. A non-
profit organization known 
as the Friends of the His-
toric White River Bridge at 
Clarendon was formed in 
2014 to advocate saving the 
span (a new one recently 
opened for traffic on U.S. 
79) for use by cyclists, hik-
ers and wildlife watchers.

“Only a lawsuit by the 
Friends of the Historic 
White River Bridge at Clar-
endon and the cooperation 
of the Arkansas State Highway and 
Transportation Department in tempo-
rarily delaying the letting of bids to de-
molish it stand in the way of a mistake 
that will long be rued if the demoli-
tion is allowed to proceed,” says Doug 
Friedlander of Helena, who’s leading 
an Arkansas Delta tourism initiative. 
“Aside from the loss of what could be 
the centerpiece of a world-class bicy-
cle route between Memphis and Little 

Rock, there are numerous ecological 
and fiscal arguments in favor of pre-
serving rather than demolishing the 
historic bridge. Among these is the 
estimated $10 million to $15 million 
price tag for demolition and reme-
diation, which will come out of both 
state and federal highway coffers. At a 
time of substantial federal deficits and 
with our state now exploring ways to 
increase highway revenues, it’s hard to 
countenance this type of expenditure 
just to remove something that has a 
recipient willing to take ownership.”

Friedlander left his job at a soft-
ware company in the Research Tri-
angle of North Carolina to come to the 
Arkansas Delta in 2004 to teach high 

school science as part of the 
Teach for America program. 
He says he wanted to make 
more of a difference in the 
world. A New York Times 
story from Helena in July 
2013 began this way: “If you 
are from around here, you 
know Doug Friedlander is 
not. Born in New York City 
and reared on Long Island, 
Mr. Friedlander is Jewish 
and vegetarian and has a 
physics degree from Duke. 
But here he is, at 37, living 
in a roomy white house in 
this hard-luck Delta town 
of 12,000. Mr. Friedlander 
and his wife, Anna Skoru-
pa, are part of a gradual flow 
of young, university-trained 

outsiders into the Delta’s shrinking 
communities, many of whom arrived 
through Teach for America and stayed 
beyond their two-year commitment. 
Mr. Friedlander is now the ambitious 
director of the county’s chamber of 
commerce. He frets over the kudzu 
that is devouring abandoned build-
ings. He attends Rotary Club meet-
ings, where he sidesteps the lunch 
offerings for carnivores. He organizes 

workshops to modernize small busi-
nesses and pushes tourism and the 
development of a decimated down-
town along the banks of the Mississip-
pi. The mechanization of agriculture, 
lost manufacturing and a legacy of 
poverty and racism have taken their 
toll on the Delta, but Mr. Friedlander 
is thrilled to be here.”

A
cross the Arkansas Delta, it 
sometimes takes those raised 
in other states to force natives 

to recognize assets such as the old 
bridge at Clarendon; assets that could 
be the building blocks for the region’s 
future. A group of Delta natives has 
now joined forces with Friedlander to 
develop a regional plan centered on 
things such as bicycling, paddling, hik-
ing, birdwatching, agricultural-based 
tourism and cultural heritage initiatives.

In a 2014 interview, Friedlander 
was asked to give advice to Delta 
newcomers. He said the first rule is 
to “have an attitude of respect and hu-
mility, not coming in like a superstar.” 
He said the second rule is to “volun-
teer constantly and show up religious-
ly. In any community, there’s only a 
small subset of people who show up 
and do things, and when they see you 
showing up, they’ll start to see you as 
a brother or sister.” The third rule is to 
“share credit. Make other people look 
good.” Though the young, talented 
newcomers are quick to share credit 
with the natives, they’re the ones who 
have forced Delta residents to look at 
things in a new way. The fight to save 
the Clarendon bridge is an example 
of that. A decade ago, people would 
never have given the destruction of 
the bridge a second thought.

“The Arkansas Delta has fantastic 
assets for tourism that are largely un-
known and underutilized,” Friedland-
er says. “Like a keen investor, the trick 
is to identify an undervalued resource 
and invest in it before its value is ob-
vious to everyone else.”

—–––––❖–––––—

Freelance columnist Rex Nelson is the di-

rector of corporate community relations for 

Simmons First National Corp. He’s also the 

author of the Southern Fried blog at rexnelson-

southernfried.com.

Rex

Nelson

Something has to give
I have been struck by the call 

of unity, to come together and give 
Donald Trump a chance. I am more 
than willing to give him a chance, 
just as I gave Reagan and Bush a 

chance. However, 
I find this request 
disingenuous as I 
think back to when 
Barack Obama was 
elected and the Re-
publicans’ mission 
statement was to 
make Obama fail, 
not come together 

for the good of the country.
Where was the request to come to-

gether when the extreme right of the 
Republican Party refused to consider 
compromising with anyone from the 
other side of the aisle or even mem-
bers of their own party?

Where was the protest and call to 
come together when John McCain 
stated that the Republicans were will-
ing to filibuster any Supreme Court 
nomination that Hillary Clinton 
would put forth if she was elected?

For the good of the country, please 
tell Trump supporters to stop ac-
costing women merely because they 
aren’t white or are wearing a hijab. 
Tell the man who drove up to a black 
woman not to yell the n-word and 
declare that, “We just took back the 
country.”

Please give us a reason to come 
together when the predicted acts of 
hate, as a result of a Trump win, are 
running rampant and so many Ameri-
cans are living in genuine fear of their 
lives—not of their guns being taken 
away. Show your unity against these 
home-borne acts of terror and then, 
maybe, we will think about giving 
Trump a chance.

PHILIP ZWEIG
Fayetteville

Conversing with kids
Recently, Good Morning America 

had a segment with a child psychol-
ogist concerning how to talk to your 
children now that Donald Trump is 

president-elect.
After trying to set a good example 

for my grandchildren, teaching them 
right from wrong—cheating, not ac-
ceptable; lying, not acceptable, and so 
on—if Mrs. Clinton had won, I believe 
I would have to have the “talk” with 
them. Go ahead, lie, cheat, and rules 
won’t apply to you. You are entitled.

Thank God we won’t need to have 
that conversation.

SHARON DERDEN
Stuttgart

The world didn’t end
Life goes on. The morning after the 

election, the leaves were still falling.
GEORGE W. McCLAIN

Little Rock

System needs update
Once again we have been shown 

that our system, which made sense at 
our country’s beginnings, needs some 
tweaking to catch up with 2016.

The Electoral College is archa-
ic. Hillary Clinton won the popular 

vote. The Electoral 
College says Trump 
won.

When you won-
der why people 
don’t vote and oth-
ers who know their 
vote doesn’t matter, 
all you have to do is 
look at the system 

that was set up when people used 
horseback for transportation. It made 
sense then to have representatives 
who could take the citizens’ voices and 
make them heard through their vote. It 
no longer makes any sense at all.

If the governor can be given pow-
ers to run the state while he is out 
of state, which he should be able to 
do, then the citizens of our country 
should be able to vote directly for the 
presidency. And the person who gets 
the most votes should be the person 
who leads us. That is democracy. If 
Arkansas can catch up to current day, 
then surely our country can.

PAULA K. KOCH
Holiday Island

Test for Republicans
I am a life-long Republican, traitor 

to a family tradition of voting Dem-
ocrat. My first campaign work was 
done while in college for Winthrop 
Rockefeller. Years later I was proud to 
help put George W. Bush in the White 
House.

But in recent years I have become 
increasingly unhappy with the Repub-
licans I helped elect. Probably the be-
ginning of my disillusionment began 
with Bush for his slap-happy way of 
throwing money at any problem. Then, 
many more Republicans seemed un-
able to ever say “no” to spending, while 
we went deeper into debt.

What has galled me the most 
has been the Republican leadership 
in both houses of Congress, which 
could not stand up to the first black 
president. I have been furious that they 
would campaign as great defenders of 
conservative ideals, but then cave time 
after time.

Now we have a new president who 
is Republican, but not in the sense I 
have always been. But he understands 
the concerns of people like me, such 

as terrorism coming to the U.S., God-
knows-what coming across our practi-
cally undefended southern border, our 
catastrophic debt, the lack of justice 
from the Justice Department, and the 
unbelievable Supreme Court justices 
who believe the Constitution should 
be interpreted by the laws of the Unit-
ed Nations or current conditions.

We now have the power to control 
Washington. At least with Donald 
Trump, we have a little hope that what 
we hold dear about America has found 
a new champion.

I don’t know what’s going to hap-
pen to the Republican Party and that 
makes me sad. But I am one of the 
ones who wants elected Republicans 
to go out and fight. If the Republican 
establishment does not stand with 
Trump in this new era, then I am one 
who will be standing with Republicans 
no longer.

GERI ALLEN
Mountain Home

It was the candidate
I believe anyone claiming that Hil-

lary Clinton lost because Americans 

would not vote for woman are wrong. 
I think the vast majority of Americans 
would vote for a woman … just not 
that woman.

If the sex of the candidate is the 
only reason you support that candi-
date, then you should not be voting.

FRANK LATIMER
Sherwood

Fit for the deserving
Ah! America, where each of us may 

choose the most deserving candidate, 
assuring that all of us will choose the 
candidate we most deserve.

EDWARD HOWINGTON
Little Rock

http://www.arkansasonline.com/brummett

Read John Brummett online

Repeal? Yeah. 
But replace?
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