
James Lee Frost told Brin-
kley police “something just 
came over him” when he saw 
his friend and his girlfriend 
leave her apartment early on 
the morning of Jan. 4.

Frost, 42, said he didn’t 
really remember what hap-
pened next, “but he remem-

bered several gunshots and 
seeing blood,” according to 
an affidavit filed Wednesday 
in Monroe County Circuit 
Court.

After the hail of gunfire, 
33-year-old Xavier Marques 
Parker, also known as Xavier 
Parish, lay dead outside an 
apartment and three others 
were wounded.

As police cars sped to the 
scene, Frost drove to the Brin-
kley Police Department and 
surrendered at 7:20 a.m., tell-
ing a dispatcher he had just 
killed his friend and his girl-
friend, but Holly Yarbrough, 
25, survived the shooting, ac-
cording to the affidavit.

Two people in an adjacent 
apartment were injured when 

bullets pierced the door, ac-
cording to the court docu-
ment. Police found nine 9mm 
shell casings at the scene.

First-degree murder 
charges were filed Wednes-
day against Frost. It is the 
second time he has faced a 
murder charge involving the 
shooting of multiple people.

Frost was convicted in 

1994 of second-degree mur-
der and sentenced to 20 years 
in prison, according to the Ar-
kansas Administrative Office 
of the Courts website, casein-
fo.aoc.arkansas.gov.

On Oct. 27, 1993, Frost, 
then 18 years old, shot three 
people in Brinkley after his 
14-year-old sister and anoth-

Attorneys for Pulaski 
County Circuit Judge Wen-
dell Griffen, who in April 
was stripped of his authority 
to preside over any civil or 
criminal cases involving the 
death penalty, urged a federal 
judge to deny requests from 
the seven justices of the Ar-
kansas Supreme Court to dis-
miss Griffen’s lawsuit against 
them.

On Dec. 19, an attorney for 
three of the justices and the 
court itself asked U.S. District 
Judge James Moody Jr. to dis-
miss the lawsuit, asserting 
that it “is not about the death 
penalty, freedom of speech, 
the free exercise of religion, 
due process or equal protec-
tion. It is about the authority 
of the Supreme Court of Ar-

kansas to en-
sure that lit-
igants in the 
state’s courts 
receive the 
due process 
consideration 
to which they 
are entitled 
u n d e r  t h e 
Constitution 

of the United States.”
In a response filed Tues-

day to that and similar mo-
tions to dismiss filed on be-
half of each of the justices, 
attorneys for Griffen main-
tained that the Arkansas Su-
preme Court’s authority isn’t 
limitless and is in fact “bound 
by the limits of the United 
States Constitution.”

“They cannot violate the 
Constitution with impunity 
and without any possibility 

of review or redress by feder-
al courts,” said the response 
signed by attorneys Michael 
Matthews of Tampa, Fla., and 
Michael Laux and Austin 
Porter Jr., both of Little Rock.

Griffen, a circuit judge 
since 2011 who is also a 
Baptist minister, alleges in 
his Oct. 5 lawsuit that the 
Supreme Court justices vi-
olated his rights through a 
disqualification order they 
issued April 17 in response 
to an ex-parte request from 
the attorney general’s office 
to remove Griffen from pre-
siding over a lawsuit brought 
by the manufacturer of a le-
thal-injection drug.

On April 14, Griffen had 
granted a temporary restrain-
ing order at the request of 
McKesson Medical-Surgical 
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Job on track

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/MITCHELL PE MASILUN

A railroad employee works on parts of a track in North Little Rock on Wednesday.

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/STATON BREIDENTHAL

Supporters of the 87-year-old White River Bridge at Clarendon say 
the span is too valuable as a historic and cultural symbol to raze.

Fine day for fishing

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/STATON BREIDENTHAL

Two " shermen defy the cold Wednesday at Cook’s Landing in North Little Rock.

Griffen

The Arkansas Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs is 
on pace this year to triple its 
spending on overtime pay 
and contract labor at its two 
veterans homes.

The department has 
struggled to fill jobs, es-
pecially licensed practical 
nurse positions, at the state 
Veterans Home in North 
Little Rock since it opened 
a year ago. To maintain ad-
equate staffing levels, the 
agency resorted to hiring 
contract workers and having 
employees work overtime.

Through six months of 
fiscal 2018, the state VA 
spent $209,414 in overtime 
pay compared with $278,587 
for all of fiscal 2017. On con-
tract labor, the agency spent 
$428,227 in the past six 
months, up from $124,721 for 
the entire previous year.

The state VA is working 
to reduce contract labor and 
overtime, but those costs will 
continue unless staff hiring 
and retention improve, said 
Karen Watkins, the depart-
ment’s chief fiscal officer.

“ADVA has found it dif-
ficult to compete for LPNs 
in the current market and is 
working with [the Depart-
ment of Finance and Admin-
istration]/Office of Person-
nel Management (OPM) to 
explore ways to improve the 
ADVA’s ability to compete 
for nursing staff,” Watkins 
said in an email Wednesday.

The new state-of-the-art 
facility in North Little Rock 
has filled 55 of its 96 beds 
since opening, and depart-
ment officials hope to reach 
capacity between June and 
August. State leaders decid-
ed to build the facility to ad-
dress the increasing popula-
tion of aging veterans, which 
a University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock study found 
would steadily increase until 
peaking in 2034. The other 
state Veterans Home is in 
Fayetteville and has a max-
imum capacity of 108 beds.

The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs has faced 

2 vets homes
struggle to fill
nursing posts
Expenses swell as facilities
use overtime, contract labor

HUNTER FIELD
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

See HOMES, Page 3B

See SHOOTING, Page 3B

The Arkansas Depart-
ment of Transportation 
opened bids Wednesday on 
a project to demolish the old 
White River Bridge at Clar-
endon, one day after a group 
of Monroe County residents 
went to court in a last-ditch 
effort to save the historic 
structure.

A bid of $11.3 million from 
Century Construction Group 
Inc. of Tupelo, Miss., was the 

lowest of four bids submit-
ted to demolish and remove 
the U.S. 79 bridge and end 
a yearslong saga to save the 
bridge as a pedestrian and bi-
cycle span to attract tourists 
to view one of the largest re-
maining natural bottomland 
hardwood forests in North 
America.

Danny Straessle, an agen-
cy spokesman, said the de-
partment moved ahead with 
the bridge-removal project 

State acts to raze
Clarendon bridge
Residents file motion to save structure

NOEL OMAN
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

See BRIDGE, Page 8B

Griffen answers filings in suit
Court asked to deny justices’ requests to dismiss his claim

LINDA SATTER
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See GRIFFEN, Page 3B

Travelers,
patients
exposed
to measles
Infected man fl ew
to LR last week

ANDY DAVIS
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

An estimated 150 peo-
ple were exposed to the 
measles in Arkansas by an 
infected person who flew 
from Chicago to Little Rock 
last week, although no oth-
er infections have been 
reported, the Arkansas De-
partment of Health report-
ed Wednesday.

The infected traveler, the 
state’s first reported mea-
sles patient in three years, 
flew to Little Rock from 
Chicago on United Air-
lines Flight 5314 on Jan. 10, 
according to a department 
news release.

Gary Wheeler, the de-
partment’s chief medical 
officer, said the person, who 
came to Little Rock for a 
job, started the journey in 
another country, where the 
person is from, and devel-
oped symptoms en route.

The person was hospi-
talized at UAMS Medical 
Center in Little Rock for 
about three days before be-
ing released and is no lon-
ger considered contagious, 
Wheeler said.

The Health Department 
attempted to contact trav-
elers, hospital patients and 
others who may have come 
in contact with the infect-
ed person, and vaccinated 
more than 20 people last 
week, Wheeler said.

Those potentially ex-
posed include people who 
were on the flight, as well 
as people who were in the 
hospital emergency room 
from 4:30 p.m. Jan. 10 to 
12:30 a.m. Jan. 11 and on Jan. 
11 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., ac-
cording to the news release.

Most people in the Unit-
ed States are immune to 
the measles, either because 
they have been vaccinated 
or were infected before the 
vaccine became available.

Those who may been 
exposed to measles from 
the infected traveler should 
contact the Health Depart-

See MEASLES, Page 8B

A legislative panel on 
Wednesday signed off on 
changes to six state Depart-
ment of Human Services 
contracts with Preferred 
Family Healthcare Inc. of 
Springfield, Mo., after learn-
ing that a potential conflict 
of interest had been resolved.

The conflict, according to 
documents, was that a com-
pany employee was a former 
division director in the de-
partment. He has since been 
terminated by the company.

The proposed amend-
ments to the six contracts 

would increase the contract 
totals by about $4.2 million, 
according to the Bureau of 
Legislative Research. With-
out the amendments, the 
six contracts are authorized 
for about $10 million for 
counseling, mental-health, 
substance-abuse treatment 
and therapeutic foster-care 
services.

Charles Green, who re-
signed in January 2017 as di-
rector of the Human Services 
Department’s Behavioral 
Health Services Division 
to start work for Preferred 

Firing advances
contract tweaks
Confl ict of interest for DHS
ended, legislators back them

MICHAEL R. WICKLINE
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

See CONTRACTS, Page 8B

Brinkley man charged in friend’s shooting death
BILL BOWDEN

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

Inside
Mansfield mayor 

files lawsuit 

against city, 

three council 

members.
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OZARK VA chief leaving to lead 
system in Biloxi, Miss. Page 3B.
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The city’s population loss 
was mirrored countywide. No 
other county in Arkansas lost 
more population from 2000-
2010 than Monroe County.

The county began the de-
cade with 10,254 residents. 
Ten years later, 8,149 people 
called the county home, a 
fall of 20.5 percent. The U.S. 
Census estimates the county’s 
population at 7,169 as of 2016, 
the latest year for which an 
estimate is available.

Efforts to save the storied 
bridge for other uses began 
about five years ago, after 
the agreement was reached 
between state and federal of-
ficials.

Stinson and others soon 
came together around an ef-
fort to convert the old bridge 
into a crossing for cyclists, 
hikers, bird-watchers and 
other outdoor enthusiasts 
through the remote federal-
ly protected wilderness area 
— a Delta version of the Big 
Dam Bridge in Little Rock or 
the Big River Crossing be-
tween Memphis and West 
Memphis, a railroad bridge 
converted to a bridge limited 
to pedestrians and cyclists.

Meetings were held, de-
signs were drawn up, a coali-
tion was formed and lobbying 
state and federal officials be-
gan, which included Arkansas 
Gov. Asa Hutchinson meeting 
with federal officials in Wash-
ington, D.C.

A meeting late last year 
between local supporters 
and federal officials ended 
with the latter saying they 
haven’t seen anything new in 
circumstances or information 
to revisit their original deter-
mination in 2007 to have the 
old bridge removed.

“It’s not looking good,” 
Stinson said.

after receiving letters from 
the U.S. Department of In-
terior affirming the 10-year-
old agreement to build a new 
bridge over the White River as 
well as approaches across the 
Cache River and the White 
River National Wildlife Ref-
uge remains in force.

“At this time, there is noth-
ing preventing us from mov-
ing forward,” he said.

But boosters of the efforts 
to save the bridge haven’t giv-
en up.

On Tuesday, eight Mon-
roe County taxpayers filed 
a complaint and motion for 
a preliminary injunction to 
enjoin the department from 
demolishing the 87-year-old 
bridge, which they say is too 
valuable as a historic and cul-
tural symbol to destroy.

“The Historic Clarendon 
Bridge was made in Ameri-
ca,” according to the lawsuit. 
“It is a symbol of American 
strength, craftsmanship, and 
freedom of expression. It is 
an engineering marvel and a 
core part of Arkansas history 
that is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 
America.

“The Bridge sits on or near 
the original road (Arkansas’ 
first military road) from 
Memphis to Little Rock. Sig-
nage on the Bridge reflects 
that the Historic Clarendon 
Bridge is on the route of the 
historic Trail of Tears. De-
fendants plan to destroy the 
Historic Clarendon Bridge.”

They contend that ele-
ments of the original agree-
ment struck between the state 
agency and federal govern-
ment 10 years ago constitutes 

an illegal exaction under the 
Arkansas Constitution and, 
therefore, is invalid.

In the court pleadings, 
they point to an exchange 
deed the state transportation 
department executed with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, which they said was 
made “under duress.”

The exchange deed grants 
the state agency an easement 
valued at $104,500 and total-
ing 49.69 acres. In exchange, 
the state agency conveyed 
other land totaling 147 acres 
to the federal agency that 
were valued at $404,000 and 
agreed to “expend taxpayer 
funds in excess of $10.8 mil-
lion” to demolish the bridge.

The state transportation 
department had no choice 
because the only land avail-
able for the new bridge was 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
land.

“Under the circumstances, 
ADOT had no alternative than 
to submit the Arkansas taxpay-
ers to economic duress,” the 
lawsuit said. “The exchange 
deed was entered into by AD-
OT under duress, and USFWS 
received a windfall.”

“Duress and payment of 
100 times the value of the 
easement purchased by AD-
OT is an unconscionable 

contract that is void, and 
constitutes an illegal exaction 
of public funds,” the lawsuit 
added.

The case was assigned to 
Pulaski County Circuit Judge 
Chris Piazza. No hearing had 
been scheduled by Wednes-
day evening, according to the 
online court docket.

Clarendon Mayor Jim Stin-
son, who is married to one of 
the plaintiffs in the case, Phyl-
lis Stinson, said supporters of 
the historic bridge turned to 
state court after they feared 
that a separate lawsuit filed 
in 2016 in federal court wasn’t 
moving fast enough to stop 
the demolition.

“We’re just trying to basi-
cally see if we can hold [the 
demolition and removal] up 
and get a hearing,” the mayor 
said.

The new bridge was built 
in two stages at a cost of $60.8 
million and completed about 
two years ago.

While the new bridge is 
safer and smoother than the 
old one, residents of Claren-
don wondered what would 
become of their town now 
that motorists bypass it. Its 
population of 1,455 is the 
lowest population the Mon-
roe County seat has recorded 
since 1890.

Family Health Care, has been 
terminated by the company 
as an executive vice president 
overseeing the company’s 
services in Arkansas, compa-
ny spokesman Reggie McEl-
hannon confirmed.

Contacted after the Legis-
lative Council’s Review Sub-
committee’s meeting, where 
the contracts came up, McEl-
hannon declined to say why 
Green was terminated.

Green said he’s still negoti-
ating with the Preferred Fam-
ily Healthcare Inc. He said he 
couldn’t comment further, on 
advice from an attorney.

The Office of State Pro-
curement had “had concerns” 
with the proposed contracts 
that the department planned 
to present to the Review 
Subcommittee because an a 
former director of the Behav-
ioral Health Services Division 
“was in an apparent position 
of control” at Preferred Fam-
ily Healthcare, office Direc-
tor Ed Armstrong said in an 
email to the co-chairmen of 
both the Legislative Council 
and Review Subcommittee.

That former division di-
rector was identified to the 
procurement office as the 
chief executive officer of 
Preferred Family Services 
in some materials and as the 
executive vice president in 
other materials that the office 
received from the company, 
Armstrong said.

Three company officials 
said in a memo dated Jan. 9 to 
Larry Walther, director of the 
state Department of Finance 
and Administration, that the 
firm has terminated Green 
permanently and will not be 
hiring him as a lobbyist, con-
sultant or any other capacity, 
Armstrong said in his email.

Based on the information 
contained in the memo, the 
procurement office “does not 

plan to request that the six 
DHS contracts …. be pulled 
from the review [subcom-
mittee] agenda,” Armstrong 
wrote.

The company’s memo to 
Walther came after Walther 
wrote in an advisory opinion 
dated Jan. 5 to Ralph Downs, 
general counsel for Preferred 
Family Healthcare, that restric-
tions under state law would bar 
Green from acting in connec-
tion with Behavioral Health 
Services Division contracts for 
Preferred Family Healthcare 
for a period of one year.

In the opinion, Walther 
said a a letter and an affidavit 
from the company states that 
the scope of Green’s job “does 
not put him in a position of 
having any responsibilities 
or duties with PFH’s dealings 
with the state of Arkansas in 
regard to … contracts … and 
any other conflicts listed in 
Arkansas Code Annotated 
19-11-700, et. seq,” and the 
affidavit states that Green is 
not authorized or empowered 
by the company to directly or 
indirectly participate in the 
company’s contractual rela-
tionships with the state.

“Essentially, PFH is rep-
resenting and testifying 
[through the affidavit] that 
Mr. Green is not acting as a 
principal or agent for PFH in 
connection with any of the 
contracts that could create 
conflicts, and thus there is 
no violation of the statutes,” 
Walther said.

“However, because of the 
apparent discrepancy be-
tween the affidavit and the 
broad scope of Dr. Green’s 
duties as set forth in the job 
description corresponding to 
Dr. Green’s position as exec-
utive vice president (and the 
inconsistency in the facts be-
fore me as to what Dr. Green’s 
position actually is), I am not 
confident enough in the ac-
curacy of this representation 
to rely on it,” Walther wrote.

While the company’s let-

ment so it can verify that they 
have been vaccinated, Wheel-
er said.

People who haven’t been 
vaccinated will be monitored 
to see if they develop the ill-
ness, he said.

People infected typically 
develop symptoms within 
eight to 12 days, according 
to the news release. Initial 
symptoms include fever, 
cough, runny nose and red 
watery eyes. Those are fol-
lowed within three to five 
days by a rash.

To avoid infecting others, 
people who think they may 
have the measles should call 

their doctors before seeking 
treatment, Wheeler said.

According to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the illness can 
lead to complications includ-
ing hearing loss, diarrhea, 
pneumonia and swelling of 
the brain and can be fatal in 
rare instances.

Last year, 120 people from 
15 states were reported to 
have the measles, up from 86 
cases in 16 states in 2016, ac-
cording to the CDC.

Most cases occur in people 
who haven not been vaccinat-
ed, according to the agency.

The illness was declared 
eradicated in the U.S. in 2000 
but is still common in some 
countries, according to the 
CDC.

ter and affidavit report that 
Green is an executive vice 
president with “absolutely 
no contact” with the depart-
ment’s contracts, the grant 
disclosure forms report that 
he is the chief executive offi-
cer for the company and pro-
vides oversight for Arkansas 
operations, which “would al-
most certainly create the ap-
pearance that he would likely 
have some connection” with 
the company’s contracts with 
the department, Walther said.

“Accordingly, I cannot 
opine with any confidence 
that an ethical violation, as 
defined in the relevant stat-
utes, would not arise if the 
contracts at issue were to be 
continued while Dr. Green is 
employed at PFH in a posi-
tion of executive leadership,” 
Walther wrote.

During the Review Sub-
committee’s meeting, Rep. 
Frances Cavenaugh, R-Walnut 
Ridge, said she wants to know 
whether any of the funds that 
the department is paying the 
company are “actually going 

to go to any of these people 
that are facing federal indict-
ments.”

In response, Misty Eu-
banks, chief procurement of-
ficer for the department, said 
“at this time that’s not been 
indicated,” and department 
officials have no reason to be-
lieve that that’s the case.

Cavenaugh said, “So the 
short answer is, we are not 
going to be using our funds 
to pay somebody that is un-
der federal indictment.”

The company is connected 
to several federal court cas-
es. One person pleaded guilty 
in federal court in Missouri 
in December to one count 
of conspiring with others to 
defraud the nonprofit com-
pany, previously known as Al-
ternative Opportunities. The 
company is also connected 
to a federal kickback case in 
Arkansas involving former 
legislators. And in another 
case, a former board mem-
ber pleaded guilty in June to 
embezzling almost $2 million 
from the company.

Contracts
v Continued from Page 1B

Measles
v Continued from Page 1B

A body was found in a 
vacant lot in Hot Springs on 
Wednesday afternoon, ac-
cording to police.

Officers were called to 
Spring and Illinois streets 
shortly after 2 p.m., a news 

release said.
The body will be sent to 

the state Crime Lab to deter-
mine the individual’s identity 
and cause of death, authori-
ties said.

No further information 
was released.

In Hot Springs, body found in lot
ARKANSAS ONLINE

and his son, Harvey Young, six 
grandchildren; Adam and Andrew 
Bruce, Josh and 
Nathan Young 
and Delaney and 
William Dunlap, 
sister and broth-
er-in-law, Ginger 
and Carroll John-
son, nieces, Judy 
Stanke, Debra 
Barrett, Sta-
cy Cooper and 
nephews, Bruce 
Permenter and David Johnson.

He graduated from Milby High 
School in Houston, Texas then 
attended Texas A&M where he 
earned his B.S. in Chemical En-
gineering and P.E. Degrees. He 
then went on to serve as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the army at 
Fort Chaffee, Arkansas. Upon 
completion of military service, he, 
Charlotte and Rebecca moved to 
Pasadena, Texas where he was 
employed by Signal Oil and Gas.

In 1963, and four daughters 
later, Guy received his call to 
the ministry. Charlotte, being the 
ever present rock of strength, 
supported this new chapter in 
his life. The family moved to 
Austin, Texas and he attended 
Austin Theological Seminary 
where he earned his Masters of 
Divinity.

During his career, Guy served 
as Associate Pastor of Bellaire 
Presbyterian Church in Houston, 
Texas, Associate Pastor Second 
Presbyterian Church in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, Pastor and Head 
of Staff at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church in Arlington, Virginia, fac-
ulty member of Union Theolog-
ical Seminary in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, Interim Pastor at All Souls 
Presbyterian Church in Rich-
mond, Virginia, Pastor and Head 
of Staff at Kirk in the Pines Pres-
byterian Church in Hot Springs 
Village, Arkansas, President of 
Mo-Ranch Presbyterian Retreat 
and Conference Center in Hunt, 
Texas, Interim Pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church in Jones-
boro, Arkansas, Interim Pastor at 
First Presbyterian Church in Little 
Rock, Arkansas and Interim Pas-
tor for First Presbyterian Church 
in Morrilton, Arkansas. While on 
staff at Union Theological Sem-
inary, he received his Doctorate 
of Ministry.

Guy was a champion for 
the disadvantaged and fought 
against injustice. Through his 
example, he taught his children 
about compassion and diver-
sity. As a family they attended 
political rallies, boycotts, soup 
kitchens, homeless shelters, 
and civil rights events. He was 
an advocate for equal pay and 
benefits for all. Guy was a strong 
opponent of the Vietnam War, 
as witnessed by his unpopular 
billboards. He was chairperson 
for the Arkansas Committee for 
National Health Insurance and 
testified before Congress with 
Ted Kennedy. Unfortunately, he 
did not see this come to fruition.

Guy’s generous heart, compas-
sion and humor were witnessed 
by all who knew him. He was 
there to listen, advise, support 
and at times entertain.

Funeral services will be held 
Saturday, January 20, 2018 at 10 
a.m. at First Presbyterian Church 
in Morrilton, Arkansas. In lieu 
of flowers the family requests 
that donations be made in Guy’s 
memory to Heifer International 
at www.heifer.org. Arrangements 
entrusted to Ruebel Funeral 
Home. www.ruebelfuneralhome.
com.

–––––v–––––
PINE BLUFF — Sarah Bell 

Jeffcoat, 82, of Pine Bluff, died 
Monday, January 15, 2018. Fu-
neral Services will be Saturday, 
January 20, 2017, 2 p.m. at Salem 
Missionary Baptist Church with 
burial in Providence Cemetery in 
Jefferson County by Fuller Hale-
South Funeral Services. Visitation 
will begin Saturday at 1 p.m. On-
line condolences: FullerFunerals.
com.

–––––v–––––
RISON — Maggie Jean Gracie 

Leopard, 85, of Rison passed away 
January 16, 2018. Funeral services 
will be 2 p.m. Friday at Buie Fu-
neral Home. Interment will follow 
at Greenwood Cemetery in Rison. 
Visitation will be 6-8 p.m. Thurs-
day at the funeral home. Funeral 
arrangements are by Buie Funeral 
Home of Rison. www.buiefuneral-
home.com. (870) 325-6216.

–––––v–––––
RUSSELLVILLE — Bonnie Arm-

strong, 84, of Russellville, died 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018. Funer-
al is 10 a.m. Friday at the Shinn 
Chapel. Burial in Rest Haven Me-
morial Park and under the direc-
tion of Shinn Funeral Service of 
Russellville. Visitation: Thursday 
from 5-6:30 p.m. at the funeral 
home. Online obituary/guestbook 
available at www.shinnfuneral.
com.

–––––v–––––
RUSSELLVILLE — Levita Lorene 

Whitford, 95, of Russellville, died 
Tuesday. Funeral is 2 p.m. Friday, 
January 19, 2018, at the Shinn 
Chapel. Burial will be in Rest Ha-
ven Memorial Park and under the 
direction of Shinn Funeral Service 
of Russellville. Visitation 1:30 p.m. 
until service time. Online obitu-
ary/guestbook available at www.
shinnfuneral.com.

–––––v–––––
SCOTT — Vernon Anderson 

was born on September 2, 1954, in 
Hickory Plains, 
Ark. The steel 
small voice of 
the Lord called 
him home Jan-
uary 9, 2018, at 
the age of 63. He 
leaves to cherish 
his memories: 
wife, Jeannie 
C. Anderson; 
daughter, Valen-
cia Anderson of Maumelle, Ark.; 
brother, Michael (Patricia) Ford, 
Saginaw, Mich.; sisters, Kathi Go-
van and Kimberly Govan both of 

North Little Rock. Services will 
be held January 20, 2018, 11 a.m. 
at Fellowship Missionary Baptist 
Church, Des Arc, Ark. Services 
entrusted to Superior Funeral 
Services, 517 E Broadway, North 
Little Rock, Ark. (501) 945-9922. 
Online guestbook www.superi-
orfuneralservices.com. Trudean 
Long Brown “Providing Services 
Your Family Deserves.”

–––––v–––––
SEARCY — Larry Rex Rodery, 

75, of Searcy passed away Jan-
uary 13, 2018, at his home sur-
rounded by his family. Visitation 
will be held Friday, January 19, 
2018, from 12-2 p.m., with Funer-
al Services following at the Roll-
er-Daniel Funeral Home Chapel in 
Searcy, Arkansas. For online guest 
book, www.rollerfuneral homes.
com.

–––––v–––––
SHOVER SPRINGS — Funeral 

for Mr. Travis England, age 84, 
of Shover Springs will be 2 p.m. 
Thursday, January 18, 2018, at 
Brazzel/Oakcrest Funeral Home 
with Bro. Neil Ridling officiating. 
Burial will be in Shover Springs 
Cemetery. Arrangements are with 
Brazzel/Oakcrest The Funeral 
Home of Hope, Eddie Brazzel, Di-
rector. Complete Obituary & reg-
istry: www.brazzelfuneralhomes.
com.

–––––v–––––
STAMPS — Donald “Don” Ray 

Matthews, 80, of Stamps, Ark., 
passed away January 17, 2018. 
Funeral Services will be held at 
2 p.m. January 20, 2018, at the 
Smith Funeral Home Chapel in 
Stamps. Interment will follow at 
Shiloh Cemetery. Visitation will 
be held from 6-8 p.m. January 19, 
2018, at the Smith Funeral Home.

–––––v–––––
STUTTGART — Evelyn Jo Eagle, 

89, passed away Tuesday, Jan. 
16. Survivors are daughter, Ann 
(Clyde) Inman; son, Joe (Char-
lotte) Eagle; grandchildren, Scott 
(Nicole) Inman, Tanua (Allen) Per-
ry, Suzi (Chris) Turner, Clay (Ash-
ley) Eagle and Ryan (Mikah) Ea-
gle; and 13 great-grandchildren. 
Visitation is 1 p.m. Friday at Grand 
Prairie Church with funeral at 2 
p.m. Burial will follow in Williams 
Cemetery. www.turpin-co.com.

–––––v–––––
TILLY — Alma Sue Brown, 70, of 

Tilly died Monday. Survivors: hus-
band, Glennard Brown; sons, Bry-
an & Travis Brown; four grandchil-
dren, Santana, Britney, Justin & 
Aron; seven great-grandchildren; 
mother, Lillian Watson; siblings, 
Bill, Dwayne & Bob. Services: 2 
p.m. Thursday, Roller-Coffman/
Marshall. Visitation: 1 p.m. pre-
ceding the service. Burial: Union 
Hill Cemetery/Tilly. Online guest-
book: www.rollerfuneralhomes.
com/marshall.

–––––v–––––
WEINER — Benjamin Ritter, 85, 

of Weiner, died Tuesday. He was 
born January 6, 1933, in Weiner to 
Joseph and Pauline Ritter. Funeral 
is at St. Anthony’s Church, Wein-
er, Friday, 11 a.m. Burial follows at 
St. Anthony’s Cemetery. Visitation 
is Thursday, Roller-Farmers Union 
in Weiner, 5 p.m. – 7 p.m. with Ro-
sary. Online guestbook: www.rol-
lerfuneralhomes.com/Jonesboro.

Out-of-state
LAS VEGAS — Eugene Harris 

Jr., 70, of Las Vegas, Nevada, 
formerly of Brin-
kley, died Satur-
day, December 
23, at his home. 
His mother, 
five brothers, 
four sisters, 
two aunts and 
a host of other 
relatives survive 
him. Visitation 
will be held 
Thursday evening, January 18, 
from 5 until 6:30 p.m. at Brans-
cumb Funeral Home Chapel, 911 
North Main Street, in Brinkley. Fu-
neral services will be held Friday, 
January 19, at 11 a.m. at Lake-
shore Drive Baptist Church, #3 
Lakeshore Drive, in Little Rock. In-
terment will take place at Arkan-
sas State Veterans Cemetery in 
Sherwood by Branscumb Funeral 
Home of Brinkley (870) 734-2772. 
branscumbfuneralhome1928@ya-
hoo.com & Facebook: Branscumb 
Funeral Home.

–––––v–––––
MEMPHIS — George Andrew 

Loftus, Jr. of Memphis, Tenn., died 
a devout and peaceful death on 
January 15, 2018, at the age of 82.

George was born on November 
19, 1935, in Overland Park, Kan-
sas, the eldest son of George and 
Mary Ellen Loftus. He attended 
Saint Mary High School in Inde-
pendence, Missouri, and graduat-
ed in 1952. Following high school, 
he earned a history degree at 
Rockhurst University in Kansas 
City, Missouri, where he graduat-
ed with honors. George worked in 
banking and finance for 45 years, 
retiring in 2000. During retirement 
he pursued his lifelong interest in 
the Catholic Church.

George is survived by his wife 
of 39 years, Minnie Lindsey Lof-
tus; one son, George Loftus III of 
Springdale, Ark.; two daughters 
Teresa Lehman of Hot Springs, 
Ark., and Susan (Darren) Moore 
of Maumelle, Ark.; sister, Eliz-
abeth Loftus Stave of Carmel, 
Calif.; five grandchildren, Ash-
ley Lehman, Jordan and Andrew 
Loftus, Libby (Michael) Moody, 
and Regan Moore; and one 
great-grandchild, Cole Moody. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents; brother, James E. Loftus; 
granddaughter, Cortney Lehman 
Lee; and great-granddaughter, 
Chasity Bullard.

A traditional Requiem Mass 
will be celebrated at Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church, 2564 
Hale Ave., Memphis, Tennessee, 
on Friday, January 19, 2018, at 11 
a.m. Visitation and Rosary will 
begin prior to the funeral at 10 
a.m. The family will be there to 
greet relatives and friends.

Burial will be held in North Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas, at Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Catholic Cem-
etery on Saturday, January 20, 
2018, at 11 a.m. Online guestbook 
at www.SmithFamilyCares.com.
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